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Jenny 
McLachlan 
and Ben 
Mantle 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Land of Roar makes for a fantastic portal story where you can’t help but be dragged into this magical land 
of make-believe in a story full of adventure, magic and friendship. This story is full of imagination, 
adventure and excitement and makes for a perfect read-aloud choice for story-time. Land of Roar is an 
instantly gripping adventure where childhood games become a reality for two twins. 

 

Nizrana 
Farook 
 
Chapter 
Book 

An exciting middle-grade adventure from Nizrana Farook filled with atmosphere, suspense and adventure 
with elements of Robin Hood and Arabian Nights. 
Set in the dazzling landscapes of Sri Lanka, The Girl Who Stole an Elephant is the story of a girl called 
Chaya and her friends Neel and Nour. Quick-fingered Chaya is a young version of Robin Hood; she steals 
from the rich to help the poor in her village. However, when she steals the Queen’s jewels, things begin to 
go horribly wrong. 

 

Cressida 
Cowell 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of 
the Hairy Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne - but 
most of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, finding it hard to be a Hero. In the first How to Train 
Your Dragon book, Hiccup must lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy Hooligan Tribe. They 
have to train their dragons or be banished from the tribe FOR EVER! But what if Hiccup's dragon 
resembles an ickle brown bunny with wings? And has no teeth? The Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus is 
stirring and wants to devour every Viking on the Isle of Berk . . . Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become 
a Hero? 

 

Dominic 
Valente 
 
Chapter 
Book 

The first book in a spellbinding children's fantasy series, with beautiful black-and-white inside illustrations 
by Sarah Warburton. Willow Moss, the youngest and least powerful sister in a family of witches, has a 
magical ability for finding lost things - like keys, or socks, or spectacles. Useful, but not exactly exciting 
...Then the most powerful witch in the world of Starfell turns up at Willow's door and asks for her help. A 
whole day - last Tuesday to be precise - has gone missing. Completely. And without it the whole universe 
could unravel. Now Willow holds the fate of Starfell in her rather unremarkable hands... Can she save the 
day - by finding the lost one? 
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David 
Almond 
 
Chapter 
Book 

When a brand new boy called George starts at school, Daniel and his best friend Maxie are looking 
forward to getting a chance to enjoy the company of a new classmate. Daniel agrees to keep an eye on 
the new boy, although he has to admit there are few unusual things about George. Whether it’s the way 
that Miss Crystal watches his every step and makes ongoing observations in her notebook or the way that 
George can answer complicated maths questions without having to think about them, yet doesn’t seem to 
have an understanding of some of the very basic chatter between Daniel and his friends, something 
seems amiss. 

 

C.S. Lewis 
 
Chapter 
Book 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second book in C. S. Lewis’s classic fantasy series, which 
has been drawing readers of all ages into a magical land with unforgettable characters for over sixty 
years. This is a stand-alone read, but if you would like to explore more of the Narnian realm, pick up the 
full series. 

 

Roald Dahl 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Roald Dahl's much-loved Matilda has become a classic children's story, made popular through film and 
musical adaptations. Matilda Wormwood's father thinks she's a little scab. Matilda's mother spends all 
afternoon playing bingo. And Matilda's headmistress Miss Trunchbull? Well, she's the worst of all. She is 
a big bully, who thinks all her pupils are rotten and locks them in the dreaded Chokey. As for Matilda, 
she's an extraordinary little girl with a magical mind - and now she's had enough. So all these grown-ups 
had better watch out, because Matilda is going to teach them a lesson they'll never forget. 

 

Catherine 
Johnson 
 
Chapter 
Book 

The topic of polar exploration is a popular one in primary schools with teachers and pupils easily being 
able to reel off a list of famous arctic explorers: Shackleton, Scott, Cook, Peary. But how often do you 
hear the name Matthew Henson among the list, the man who travelled with Captain Peary and claimed to 
be the first to reach the North Pole? 
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Matt 
Oldfield 
 
Non-Fiction 

Think you know everything about the Three Lions and the Lionesses? Have you heard of . . . *The 
naughty pitch-invading dog that stole the show at the 1962 World Cup? *The English amateurs who 
achieved Olympic Gold? *The spy who snuck into training? *The Lost Lionesses who made it big in 
Mexico? *The infamous World Cup handball that sealed England's fate? The beautiful game has always 
reigned supreme in England. These incredible and sometimes ridiculous stories may give you some idea 
of why. From penalty pain to unbelievable comebacks, discover some of the best true tales of our beloved 
national teams. Compiled by bestselling author Matt Oldfield, this is the third book in the award-winning 
Unbelievable Football series and the perfect gift for young football fans everywhere. Now includes the 
story of when the Lionesses came roaring back at Euro 2022. 

 

Steve 
Tomecek 
 
Non-Fiction 

This large-format, colourful tome is packed to the rafters with facts, figures of interest. Each matt double-
page spread is focused around one particular view of Earth – Earth is old, for example. The next double 
page provides a contrasting perspective – Earth is young or hot/dry or fast/slow and so on. This format 
allows for an unusual compare and contrast array of detail and fact and allows the reader to view the 
fascinating subject of the Earth around us from a multitude of different viewpoints. think Earth Is Big would 
appeal to children and adults alike; I loved dipping in and out of it and felt enlightened by what I had 
discovered. Those children who are fascinated by Earth Science and those who come to the concept with 
fresh eyes will be informed and entertained… 

 

Kate 
Davies 
 
Non-Fiction 

Use the different coloured lenses provided to see the different layers of the human body and reveal how 
the body’s systems work together. Really fun but also hugely informative and well pitched for upper KS2, 
there is plenty to discover in this information text with a difference. 

 

William 
Grill 
 
Non-Fiction 

This is a brilliantly visual re-telling of Ernest Shackleton’s adventures from pole to pole, published to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Shackleton’s historic expedition. This engaging text is filled with 
diagrams, maps, infographics and fascinating facts that will both delight readers and transport them 
through an imaginary exploration of frozen worlds. We recommend Shackleton’s Journey as a good non-
fiction text to use for engaging reluctant readers in KS2.  
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Imogen 
Russel 
Williams 
 
Non-Fiction 

Introduce children to the wonders, history, culture and customs of the United Kingdom with The Big Book 
of the UK. Learn about the sport of "dwile flonking", find out where black diamonds come from, meet the 
supernatural animal that haunts the Scottish Highlands and discover the British sweets that helped Hillary 
and Tenzing scale Everest. Filled with facts about wildlife, food, sports, geography, language and some 
very silly place names, this book will help you uncover national secrets and unearth local legends from 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

 

Kate 
Pankhurst 
 
Non-Fiction 

Prepare to be inspired with this fantastically great new series for young readers from bestselling author 
Kate Pankhurst, a descendent of suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst. In this first book, read the true stories 
of amazing scientists and discover things that are out of this world! Women have been responsible for 
many of the world's most ground-breaking scientific discoveries. These are the stories of incredible female 
scientists whose hard work and persistence changed our understanding of science, and transformed 
people's ideas of what women can do. Including comic strips, family trees, maps and more, Fantastically 
Great Women Scientists and Their Stories is a celebration of women who made some of the world's most 
important scientific breakthroughs. 

 

Roger 
Stevens 
 
Poetry 

This gorgeous collection of animal poems from Roger Stevens, Liz Brownlee and Sue Hardy-Dawson will 
entrance and delight in equal measure. Featuring a full alphabet of animals, birds, and insects, with the 
odd extinct or imaginary creature thrown in, these beautiful shape poems are a perfect way to introduce 
children to poetry. Some funny, some serious, there is something here for everyone. 

 

Various 
 
Poetry 

This is a book of poetry for everyone. Inside is a treasure trove of writing celebrating courage and 
empowerment. Read the poems aloud or curl up with them in a quiet corner. Begin your journey into a 
lifelong love of poetry. Inspire young minds with this beautiful poetry anthology that encourages children 
to take joy in their identities. From body positivity and facing fear to celebrating heritage and individuality, 
a variety of contemporary poets will take readers on a journey through the different ways we can feel 
empowered. Vibrant and mesmerising artwork emphasises the beauty found in courage and being 
ourselves. This is the perfect book to instil a love of poetry, this title features work from a wide range of 
voices and illustrators who bring their unique perspectives to the topic of empowerment. 
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Jamie 
Smart 
 
Novel 

The stories follow the whacky tales of Bunny and his friends Weenie the Squirrel, Pig (the pig), Action 
Beaver and Skunky the Inventor, who all lived a peaceful life in the forest until Monkey’s rocket crash-
landed and he decided to take over. What follows is a riot of chaotic adventures and mayhem that unfolds 
through a funny comic strip format. 

 

Aron Nels 
Steinke 
 
Novel 

From Eisner Award-winning creator Aron Nels Steinke, a vibrant, funny new series that charmingly 
captures the everyday antics of a Year 5 classroom! Mr. Wolf has just started teaching at Hazelwood 
Elementary. He wants the first day of school to go well, but he's got his hands full with his new class. 
Some of his students include: Margot, who is new in town and is trying to make friends. Sampson, who 
brought something special to school for show-and-tell. Aziza, who just wants everyone to be quiet and do 
their work. And Penny, who is VERY sleepy because she has a new baby brother at home, goes missing! 
This delightful new series captures the everyday -- and unexpected -- ups and downs of a fourth-grade 
classroom. 

 

Marcia 
Williams 
 
Novel 

Discover the magical myths and legendary heroes of Ancient Greece with award-winning author-illustrator 
Marcia Williams. Travel back in time with goat-footed Pan to explore the myths and legends of Ancient 
Greece. Meet the mighty gods and goddesses of Mount Olympus and some of the worlds best-loved 
heroes and heroines. In this book you'll find the stories of Perseus, slayer of Medusa the gorgon; tragic 
lovers Orpheus and Eurydice; daring Heracles who fearlessly completed twelve Labours and many more. 
The lively text and humorous cartoon style make these stories accessible and fun for younger readers. 

 

Isabel 
Roxas 

When oddballs Agnes, Roberta and Ruby discover a mutual passion for synchronised swimming, the trio 
form Team Pom. But between snack time, their favourite TV show and raising pigeons, it can be hard to 
find time to practice. Tired of their last place, loser status, a crew of self-proclaimed weirdos start their 
own synchronised swimming club. But on their way to gain the respect and free snacks they deserve, they 
stumble upon a lonely giant squid in their local pool. Will he be the secret weapon they need to propel 
them into synchronised swimming super stardom? Or will they end up with ink on their faces? Who are 
the villainous strangers in bowler hats? And, most importantly, what's for lunch? 


