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Title Author Description 

 

Lisa 
Thompson 
and 
Gemma 
Correll 
 
Chapter 
Book 

A gripping, page-turning mystery adventure from the bestselling author of modern classic The Goldfish 
Boy. When lonely Vincent is forced to go on an outdoor activity weekend with three other kids from his 
class, he's counting the seconds until he can escape home. But one of his classmates is hiding a secret: 
she's convinced there's pirate treasure buried deep within a nearby mountain. Suddenly, this boring trip 
becomes an exciting adventure! But a thief is hot on the trail, intent on stealing the loot for themselves... 
can the Treasure Hunters work together to stop them? for fans of Frank Cottrell Boyce's Millions and 
classic action adventure movie The Goonies funny, moving and a real page-turner a sensitive depiction of 
a hero with dyspraxia. 

 

Hannah 
Gold and 
Levi Pinfold 
 
Chapter 
Book 

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that's what April's father tells her when his scientific 
research takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for six months. But one endless summer night, April 
meets one. He is starving, lonely and a long way from home. Determined to save him, April begins the 
most important journey of her life...This moving story will win the hearts of children the world over and 
show them that no one is too young or insignificant to make a difference. The Last Bear is a celebration of 
the love between a child and an animal, a battle cry for our world and an irresistible adventure with a heart 
as big as a bear's. 

 

Joan Aiken 
 
Chapter 
Book 

In a period of English History that never happened, when Good King James III is on the throne, and the 
whole country is ravaged by wolves which have migrated through the newly-opened Channel Tunnel. 
When orphans Bonnie and Sylvia fall into the hands of evil Miss Slighcarp, they need all their wits - and 
the help of Simon the goose-boy - to escape unscathed, for the governess is more cruel and merciless 
than the wolves that surround the great house of Willoughby Chase. Filled with brilliantly-drawn 
Dickensian characters, it would make an excellent choice for strong preteen readers who like an old-
fashioned story with a strong plot and good characterisation. This book often appears on lists of best-
loved children's books. 

 

Vashti 
Hardy 
 
Chapter 
Book 

This thrilling steampunk adventure follows siblings Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm as they try to find out 
what happened to their explorer father. Arthur, who has a prosthetic iron right arm, is a great problem 
solver and book lover, while his sister is good at fixing things. When they learn about a race to South 
Polaris, where their father was lost, they win a place onboard the Aurora, a fantastic sky-ship. Maudie’s 
talent with tools see her appointed as second engineer. Arthur is hired as cook’s assistant. On board 
Arthur adapts to draining tasks, although his iron arm is heavy and can cause him pain, while also 
learning new skills – making marsh cakes and communicating with thought wolves! The adventure 
continues in the sequel Darkwhispers. 
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Cressida 
Cowell 
 
Chapter 
Book 

K2 and Izzabird come from a family of magical people: their mum and aunties are makers of potions and 
enchanted inventions. When their mum marries the Headteacher of the children’s school and they find 
themselves with a step-brother and step-sister, they are less than happy with their new family dynamic. 
That is, until they are terrorised by robotic monsters from other lands on their way to school and their 
adventure begins. 

 

Marcus 
Rahsford 
and Alex 
Falase-
Koya 
 
Chapter 
Book 

The Breakfast Club Adventures is the first fiction book by England International footballer, child food-
poverty campaigner and #1 bestselling author Marcus Rashford MBE, inspired by Marcus's own 
experiences growing up! Written with Alex Falase-Koya, it is the third title in the Marcus Rashford Book 
Club and is packed with tons of illustration throughout and is the perfect book for children aged 8-11. 
There's something fishy going on at school . . .When twelve-year-old Marcus kicks his favourite football 
over the school fence, he knows he's never getting it back. Nothing that goes over that wall ever comes 
back. But the next morning during Breakfast Club Marcus gets a mysterious note inviting him to join the 
Breakfast Club Investigators, and he is soon pulled into an exciting adventure with his new mates to solve 
the mystery and get his football back! 

 

Danny 
Wallace 
and 
Gemma 
Correll 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Imagine if you got to be the boss of EVERYONE—even your dad! That’s just what happens to 10-year-old 
Joss in this hilarious comedy from bestselling author, comedian and presenter Danny Wallace, with 
illustrations throughout from Gemma Correll. Ten-year-old Joss’s greatest ambition is to be Class Monitor 
at school. But she’s about to go one step further. It’s Take Your Kid to Work Day, and Joss’s dad takes 
her to the games company he works for. When the boss calls a meeting and tells them he’s giving his job 
away to the person with the best idea for a company game-changer. Joss sticks her hand up. And the 
next thing she knows, Joss is the boss. Joss is thrilled. Dad is horrified: he’s going to have to be on his 
best behaviour all the time! As Joss whips everyone into shape, maybe they can all learn a lesson or 
two...even Joss herself. 

 

Rick 
Riordan 
 
Chapter 
Book 

This is a multi-million selling series that has also been televised with Disney and is hugely popular among 
fans of action and adventure. Percy Jackson’s modern world is turned upside when he finds out he is 
descended from Greek gods. What follows is battles with monsters and epic quests in an action-packed 
series that merges Greek mythology with the modern world. 
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Jeff Kinney 
 
Graphic 
Novel 

Things aren't going well for Greg Heffley. He's been thrust into a new school where undersize weaklings 
share the corridors with kids who are taller, meaner and already shaving. Along with his friend Rowley, 
Greg's desperate to prove his new maturity, which only going up a grade can bring. But when Rowley's 
star starts to rise, will Greg be able to reach the same heights of popularity as his best friend? 

 

Aoife 
Dooley 
 
Graphic 
Novel 

Frankie knows she's not like anyone else in her class: she's different, but she can't quite figure out why. Is 
it the new freckle on her nose, or the fact she's small for her age? Or that she has to go to the hospital 
sometimes? Everyone else seems to think she's weird too, and they make fun of her at school. Frankie's 
dad left when she was a baby - maybe he was different too? It would explain why she always feels like an 
alien. So she and her best-friend Sam, embark on a mission to track him down. A graphic novel offering a 
unique perspective on Autism, told with humour and heart. Brought to life with glorious colour artwork in a 
distinctive blue and orange palette. 

 

Cece Bell 
 
Graphic 
Novel 

El Deafo is a funny, deeply honest graphic novel memoir for middle graders. It chronicles the author's 
hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with a powerful and very awkward hearing 
aid called the Phonic Ear. It gives her the ability to hear--sometimes things she shouldn't--but also isolates 
her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates 
her, Phonic Ear and all. Finally, she is able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become "El 
Deafo, Listener for All." And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend 
she's longed for. 

 

 Sophia’s father, a marine biologist, was lost at sea when his research vessel sank. At the mercy of 
investors, the ‘Aqualand’ marine reserve he founded to protect sea life and continue their research is 
getting slowly but surely turned into a money-making theme park. One day, a strange being in an old 
fashioned diving suit emerges from the ocean searching for ‘Aqualand’. When they meet Sophia there, it 
is revealed that the suit is piloted by four friends from the ocean who, having found her father’s journal 
near his shipwrecked vessel, are wowed by the promise of a safe haven where they can be protected 
from the dangers of the ocean.  
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Ian 
Serraillier 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

This story is set in 1922 around the time that Howard Carter famously excavated Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
Thirteen-year-old Lilian Kaye enjoys following the newspaper reports about Howard Carter’s progress. A 
mystery parcel raises lots of questions and soon after Lilian has an opportunity to join a voyage to Egypt. 
What follows is an exciting adventure that will take Lilian to the very heart of Howard Carter’s fascinating 
discoveries. Filled with historical intrigue and intelligently drawn characters, this is highly recommended 
for upper Ks2. 

 

Tom 
Palmer 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

This well-researched and highly readable novel takes its title from the name of the medal that honours the 
Arctic Convoys during World War II. The story provides an exciting and informative classroom resource 
for the teaching of WWII as a curriculum topic, besides being a book many children will choose for the 
sheer enjoyment of reading. 

 

Kate Hale 
 
Non-Fiction 

Welcome to FACTopia! A wonderland of crazily connected facts. Choose your own path through this 
hilarious world of 400 facts, all of which are verified by Encyclopaedia Britannica. Every fact in the book is 
connected to the next in an ingenious trail of information – making it a kind of ‘choose your own 
adventure’ of the fact world. From the attention-grabbing orange cover to the final record-breaking 
endings, this book is a winner. It has an index, it has sources, it has picture credits, it has information 
about the author, illustrator and designer, it has a contents listing. 

 

Katherine 
Halligan 
 
Non-Fiction 

Instead of just studying history, let's think about Her Story too! In this uplifting and inspiring book, children 
can learn about 50 intrepid women from around the world and throughout history. Telling the stories of 
their childhood, the challenges they faced and the changes they made, each gorgeously illustrated spread 
is a celebration of girl power in its many forms. With a range of pioneering careers - from astronauts to 
activists, musicians to mathematicians and many more - young readers will be inspired to follow their own 
dreams and to make the world a better place. Compelling, motivating and brilliantly illustrated in equal 
measure, this is the perfect introduction to just some of the amazing women who have shaped our world. 
This is a lush non-fiction collection with beautiful illustrations, photos and interesting facts. Herstory 
celebrates fearless women from all over the world, and is sure to inspire young girls and women 
everywhere. 
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Adam 
Skinner 
 
Non-Fiction 

Slam the ball home with Michael Jordan. Scale mountain heights with Marielle Goitschel. Flip through the 
air with Simone Biles. Take a front-row seat and relive history's greatest sporting moments as they 
happened. This richly illustrated book showcases the defining moment of notable athletes from around the 
world in more than twenty sports, making it a treasure trove for all the family to share. 

 

Jasbinda 
Bilan 
 
Non-Fiction 

Layered between the information is a story of the bond between Nanijee (Grandmother) and Thara (her 
granddaughter). Each night when Thara sleeps over, Nanijee lets her choose an object from her beautiful 
carved trunk. Each of the objects has been lovingly collected over many years and when it is taken out, 
Nanijee tells a story of the object and where it is from over a series of beautiful and informative double-
page spreads. 

 

Mia 
Cassany 
 
Non-Fiction 

Which animal lives on top of the Everest? Where can you spot the majestic condor? How does the ibex 
climb up rocks? Mountains are home to 25% of terrestrial biodiversity and a multitude of fragile 
ecosystems. What if you could fly and discover those places and the incredible wild animals hidden at 
high altitude? This large format book transports you to inaccessible places and helps you discover the 
incredible fauna that live in these mountains, volcanoes, hills or valleys. Throughout the book is a search 
and find counting game enabling you to spot bats ready to take flight, sloths hanging from branches, 
wallabies and their babies, and butterflies aplenty. 

 

Liz 
Brownlee, 
Matt 
Goodfellow 
and Laura 
Mucha 
 
Poetry 

Read about the Land of Blue, where it's OK to feel sad, find ideas for what to do with worries or how to 
slow down when your head is full of hurry. Give yourself time to chill out, find quiet voices in noisy places 
and discover kindness in yourself and others. Then maybe your own special thought machine will tell you, 
'This is going well. You're doing great. You've got this!' And you have! This important and unique 
anthology of 45 poems by three leading poets, well known for their empathy and perception, speaks to the 
heart of what children think and care about, offering understanding, support and encouragement. With an 
endnote by leading clinical psychologist Karen Goodall. 
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Matt 
Goodfellow 
 
Poetry 

A brilliant, prize-winning collection of poems by Matt Goodfellow which is funny, engaging and touching in 
turns. What if cats had flavoured fur or if you swallowed the sun? What if you were a special kind of 
badger or if you found a map to the stars? And what if your home was split during the week: one half at 
Mum's, the other half at Dad's? Packed with brilliant poems that explore a whole range of themes from the 
downright silly to the sensitive, this collection will delight, enthuse and resonate with children and adults 
alike. Winner of the 2020 North Somerset Teachers' Book Award for best children's poetry book. 

 

Various 
Authors 
 
Poetry 

The poems in this book will directly relate to children’s experiences of life and the emotions they will have 
felt. Some poems tackle more challenging emotions that arise from bullying or sadness and one poem 
tackles an often unspoken emotion – embarrassment. Some of these poems may need to be introduced 
sensitively, but the language and range of poetry styles make them accessible to explore as well as 
providing useful springboards for the discussion of feelings. 


