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Title Author Description 

 

Nadia 
Shireen 

This adventure features Shireen’s popular character Billy and her trusty feline friend, Fatcat. The pair 
uncover a mysterious message in a bottle at sea and attempt to outwit a pesky pirate crew. Billy and 
Fatcat are no strangers to danger and as always they put to action their quick thinking and bravery to 
wiggle out of even the most perilous situation – whether it’s toffee-eating sharks, tricksy mermaids or 
pongy pirates. 

 

Jory John With everything he needs within arm’s reach of the sofa, this potato has it all – multiple TV screens, 
hundreds of video games and even a button that activates a snack-fetching gadget. He can’t see any 
reason at all to leave the couch… until the electricity cuts out. The potato steps foot outside and 
embarks upon a new-found appreciation of fresh air, exercise and the sounds and sights of the great 
outdoors. After some deep introspection, the potato sets himself a resolution to achieve a better balance 
between screen time and time enjoying the outdoor world. 

 

Benji 
Davies 

Noi lives by the sea with his fisherman father and life there can feel pretty lonely sometimes. When Noi 
discovers a little whale washed up on the beach, he takes it home to care for it in his bath tub. But there 
are two problems; the first is that keeping it a secret from his dad will be tougher than he thinks and the 
second is that whales really belong in the depths of the sea. This engaging and empathetic picture book 
is a great choice for KS1. 

 

Julia Patton If you want a story for children that teaches us the value of being there for each other, no matter how 
confident or accomplished you are, this will hit the mark. Its main character is Bea, the fixer of broken 
things, and she is good at it. When adults around her seek help with fixing their broken things – even 
with an enormous spaceship – she responds with, “Don’t worry!” and off she goes and fixes it, and they 
love her for it. 
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Joe Todd-
Stanton 

From the award-winning Joe Todd-Stanton, comes an exquisite and heartfelt picture book touching on 
the bewildering experience of moving house. This beautiful story explores how this can affect a child's 
sense of belonging, but also how it can open them up to new and wonderful experiences. When Nyla 
has to leave her home in the countryside to start life again in the city, all she can think about is 
everything she misses from before. So when a comet comes crashing through the city streets and starts 
to glow and grow, Nyla can't resist a chance to head somewhere that feels closer to what she had 
before. But what starts as an escape could be just the thing to make her finally feel at home. 

 

Mini Grey This is a high quality text full of detailed comic-style illustrations. It follows the adventures of an Action-
Man style hero with an outfit for every occasion. His daily superhero challenges include rescuing lost 
toys, diving in the sieve-wreck and saving distressed damsels. Highly recommended for KS1. 

 

Shinsuke 
Yoshitake 

This is a wonderful picture book about the nature of individuality, perfect for building a classroom or 
school culture where the uniqueness of each person is celebrated. 

The book invites readers on a whimsical journey that follows a young boy’s desire to create a robot 
clone of himself. However, before he can bring his cloned self to life, he must embark on a quest to 
uncover the essence of his individuality. What is it, exactly, that makes him who he is? 

 

 

Polly Owen 
and Gwen 
Milward 

It is rare to find a book which gives a completely different and exciting perspective on a historical figure, 
particularly those aimed at younger readers, so ‘Darwin’s Super-Pooping Worm Spectacular’ is a 
particularly delightful read. 

As the title suggests, the book tells the story of Darwin’s investigations into the humble earthworm. It is 
clear that the author, Polly Owen, has discovered her passion for this topic as it is written with such an 
enthusiastic tone; by the end of page one the reader is already convinced that earthworms are 
completely awesome! 
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Sean 
Taylor 

In the story, a cat finds a pair of sunglasses and thinks they’ll make her look cool. However, her attempt 
at being cool by gliding backwards down a slide ends in a clumsy fall. Much hilarity ensues when her 
friends Pig or Cockatoo try to have better luck. But in the end, we all know that it’s not clothing, fashion 
accessories or sharp moves that make friends cool. 

 

Rachel 
Bright 

A flamboyantly fun tropical tale of love, fame, friendship from the creators of the international bestseller 
The Lion Inside. Goldy wants one thing, and one thing only - to be a STAR. On the sunny island this 
gecko calls home, it's always THE GOLDY SHOW, morning 'til night.But when you're dazzled by the 
limelight, it's easy to lose sight of the world around you. And when Goldy's performance starts to go 
wrong, the little gecko discovers that friendship means so much more than fame. Because when you 
treat the world with love, then love will come echoing back. This funny and touching rhyming story is 
perfect for sharing, reminding us all that treating others with kindness makes the whole world a better 
and happier place. 

 

Catherine 
Ward 

‘The Emerald Forest’ is a gorgeous and moving picture book bringing to life the plight of orangutans on 
the island of Sumatra in Indonesia. The story, written by Catherine Ward, is written in prose but its 
language is poetic and has a lovely rhythm to it, making it perfect for reading aloud.  

 

Tom 
Percival 

Tom Percival’s Big Bright Feelings series is a hit in classrooms up and down the country. Children love 
the personification of big feelings like worry, fear or anger and enjoy seeing how recognising and 
dealing with big feelings is better than ignoring them or bottling things up. This story is about dealing 
with jealousy, which aptly appears as a green-eyed monster. The monster keeps popping up with Milo 
when his best friend is playing with a new neighbour. 
Children love the appeal of the big bright monster that gives a visual way of showing an all too 
familiar emotion. Young readers also love that the story shows a very relatable scenario and will help 
them to navigate the daily ups and downs of friendships. 
A super story belonging to a highly recommendable series. 
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Ibtihaj 
Muhammad 

Asiya's hijab is like the ocean and the sky, no line between them, saying hello with a loud wave. It's 
Faizah's first day of school, and her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab - made of a beautiful blue fabric. 
But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful. In the face of hurtful, confusing words, will Faizah find new 
ways to be strong? This is an uplifting, universal story of new experiences, the unbreakable bond shared 
by siblings and of being proud of who you are, from Olympic medallist Ibtihaj Muhammad. 

 

Anthony 
Browne 

Anthony Browne is at his most brilliant in a new edition of this profound picture book about sibling 
relations and one that has become a classic Y2 book to study and pore over in the classroom. Once 
upon a time there lived a brother and sister who were complete opposites and constantly fought and 
argued. One day they discovered the tunnel. The boy goes through it at once, dismissing his sister's 
fears. When he doesn't return his sister has to pluck up the courage to go through the tunnel too. She 
finds her brother in a mysterious forest where he has been turned to stone... 

 

Pip Bird 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Join the naughtiest unicorn for friendship, magic and mayhem in this hilarious series. Mira CAN'T WAIT 
to start Unicorn School. (Her big sister goes and won't stop going on about it). But when Mira arrives on 
her first day all the unicorns are gone ... except Dave! Dave isn't quite the sparkly magical unicorn Mira 
was expecting to find at the end of the rainbow - he's more grumpy than glittery, more interested in lunch 
than magical quests and he always runs off when Mira tries to ride him - but Mira's not going to let that 
get her down. Along with her new friends and their (much more glittery) unicorns, she is determined to 
be the best at Quests and protect the special unicorn world. 

 

Chrissie 
Sains 
 
Chapter 
Book 

The first book in a hilarious, jam-packed new adventure series starring Scooter the inventor and his top 
secret alien sidekick. Scooter McLay's cerebral palsy affects how quickly he can move his body, but his 
hyper-creative brain is a constant fizz of brilliant ideas. He spends every day inventing top secret recipes 
and machines for his family's jam factory. There's just one thing missing ... a pet, to share it all with. Or 
better still, a friend. When a tiny alien named Fizzbee crashes through the factory window, she might just 
be the answer. Now it's all hands on deck, as they team up to save the factory from dastardly neighbour 
Daffy Dodgy. 
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Iona 
Rangeley 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Einstein the Penguin is the debut children’s novel for Iona Rangeley, aptly brought to life with the help of 
the award-winning illustrator, David Tazzyman. A lovely mix of whodunnit with a slightly preposterous 
story of a penguin who comes to live with our two heroes, Imogen (age 9) and Arthur (age 6), causing 
them to put aside their sibling squabbles and come to his rescue. Rangeley manages to pull at your 
heartstrings as you come to understand each of the characters’ insecurities, bringing together the fear of 
losing a friend with the loneliness associated with never having had one. The grown-ups are scatty at 
best and young readers will love it as our heroes come to put one over on them. 

 

Roald Dahl A classroom favourite from the popular children’s author Roald Dahl. This is the laugh-out-loud tale of 
George Kranky, who plots revenge on his mean and miserable Grandma by concocting a magic 
medicine for her. Little does he realise that the medicine will have weird and wonderful effects on the old 
lady’s body… 

 

James 
Carter 
 
Poetry 

All of the poems are written by James Carter, who has a unique talent for poetry for the young. Each 
poem is illustrated by Neal Layton and this will provide additional interest when read aloud or when 
children are browsing the book independently. The poems have clear and wonderful rhyming patterns 
and this helps to create their ‘read aloud -ability’. Some poems feature repeated patterns such as the 
title poem, ‘A Ticket to Kalamazoo’ which has a delightful chorus to join in with and ‘Elephant beat’ has 
an unforgettable repeated question, ‘Fancy a ride on an elephant?’. 

 

Elli 
Woollard 

With a different pet poem for each letter of the alphabet (from armadillos to zebras via kookaburras to 
umbrella birds!), the poems are quirky and energetic, making them perfect to read aloud. Children will 
enjoy finding the poem that matches their name's initial or just dipping in and out of the rhythmical 
menagerie of verses. 
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Mark 
Bradley 
 
Novel 

Best friends Bumble and Snug are Bugbops - little monsters filled with BIG feelings! In this full-colour 
graphic novel, join them on a funny, imaginative adventure with some VERY angry pirates, learning 
about the world outside and inside along the way.Bumble and Snug are going on a big adventure to ... 
have a picnic! But when they accidentally get lost, they're both cross - is their adventure ruined? 

 

John 
Patrick 
Green 
 
Novel 

Here at BooksForTopics HQ, we are big fans of the InvestiGators graphic novel series. This pun-filled 
action series is a hit with younger fans of the graphic novel format and has hooked in lovers of Dog Man 
and The Bad Guys through its full-colour animal antics, funny cases to solve, and clever wordplay. 

 

Dr Emily 
Grossman 
 
Non-Fiction 

Meet the Microbes is a captivating insight into the tiny creatures that live under our noses and have a 
massive impact on our lives despite only being visible through a powerful microscope. Through the 
colourful and lively pages, children will meet a succession of cartoon microbes and learn all about them. 
They will learn about where they can be found and how they multiply; how they survive in the most 
extreme of conditions; the jobs that they do and how they might be beneficial to our future. 

 

Yuval 
Zommer 
 
Non-Fiction 

This large-sized informative compendium is the kind of non-fiction that children like to come back to 
again and again to pore over its pages. Each double-page spread dives into a different sea-themed 
question, such as 'Are jellyfish made of jelly?' or 'Why do crabs run sideways?'. There is never too much 
text on each page, but what you find is accessible chunks of information cleverly interspersed into each 
ocean scene. The illustrations are stunning and come together to make wonderful spreads that serve as 
a treasure trove of visual delights for young eyes, as text and pictures work together to build an 
understanding of underwater habitats and the life they hold. 
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Eryl Nash 
 
Non-Fiction 

Taking you to the heart of the heroes who help us, experience a day in the life of Cecilia the nurse, 
David-Lawrence the paramedic, Leonie the firefighter and Tamika the veterinarian. This uplifting picture 
book showcases the amazing work our frontline staff do, the incredible skills they have and the important 
equipment they need to save a life, in a unique graphic novel-inspired non-fiction format. 

 

Charlotte 
Milner 
 
Non-Fiction 

Step inside the fascinating world of tropical rainforests where you'll encounter an enormous variety of 
flora and fauna! This gorgeously illustrated picture book is a wonderful way to introduce children to the 
world of nature and conservation. In this colour non-fiction text, you'll discover amazing rainforest 
animals, learn about the diverse range of life-giving plants, and find out why the Amazon rainforest is 
known as the "lungs" of our Earth. 

 

Catherine 
Veitch 
 
Non-Fiction 

Meet the National Animals is a playful and humorous look at the animals all around the world who 
represent their country. Why do they represent the particular country and what is so special or symbolic 
about them? Featuring over 35 amazing animals, from the mystical Scottish Unicorn to China's much-
loved Giant Panda and the wonderful, but extinct, Dodo from Mauritius. The witty text brings each animal 
to life and celebrates their quirks and characteristics.  

 

Helaine 
Becker 
 
Non-Fiction 

Meet Katherine Johnson, the mathematical genius who helped make the historic Apollo 11 moon 
landings possible and made sure that Apollo 13 returned home safely when the mission was in critical 
danger. Counting on Katherine is a beautiful biography, sure to inspire young readers. Winner of the 
information book category of the UKLA Book Awards 2020. 


