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Matt Carr Created in Matt Carr’s signature comic-book style with a palette of bold primary colours, this entertaining 
story follows Spyder, a secret agent arachnid whose codename is 008. Spyder is sent on a highly 
important mission to save one boy’s birthday cake from the destructive intentions of an uninvited 
Bluebottle. 

 

Crsssida 
Cowell and 
Neal 
Layton 

This is a highly recommendable award-winning picture book that tells the story of a little girl whose 
favourite toy rabbit is kidnapped by order of the Queen, who likes the look of the toy for herself. Emily 
Brown is not willing to let her beloved rabbit go without a fight and goes on to teach the Queen an 
important lesson about the value of treasured toys. 

 

Anthony 
Browne 

Celebrate 30 years of the classic award-winning picture book in this stunning new edition. Hannah loves 
gorillas but has never seen one. Her father's too busy to take her to the zoo - or for anything else come to 
that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her father for a gorilla - but is disappointed when she discovers that 
the gorilla she's got is just a toy one. 

 

Nathan 
Bryon and 
Dapo 
Adeola 

Meet hilarious, science-mad chatterbox, Rocket - she's going to be the greatest astronaut, star-catcher, 
space-traveller that has ever lived! But... can she convince her big brother to stop looking down at his 
phone and start LOOKING UP at the stars? Bursting with energy and passion about science and space, 
this heart-warming, inspirational picture book will have readers turning off their screens and switching on 
to the outside world. 

 

David 
Litchfield 

The first book in the best-selling, award-winning ‘Bear and the Piano’ trilogy. Winner of the Waterstones 
Children's Book Prize, Illustrated Book Category for 2016Over 120,000 copies have been sold of The 
Bear and the Piano in the UK. One day, a young bear stumbles upon something he has never seen 
before in the forest. As time passes, he teaches himself how to play the strange instrument, and 
eventually the beautiful sounds are heard by a father and son who are picnicking in the woods. The bear 
goes with them on an incredible journey to New York, where his piano playing makes him a huge star. He 
has fame, fortune and all the music in the world, but he misses the friends and family he has left behind. A 
moving tale of exploration and belonging from best-selling and critically acclaimed author David Litchfield. 
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Michael 
Morpurgo 
and 
Michael 
Foreman 

A longer illustrated story from Michael Morpurgo and illustrated by Michael Foreman, all about a boy from 
a Cornish fishing village who helps a beached dolphin find its way back into the sea. This heart-warming 
story tells of the special bond between children and animals, which is characterised by unconditional love 
and loyalty. Poignant at times and magical at others, we love this beautifully rich story of a friendship 
between a boy and a dolphin, which never fails to captivate KS1 audiences at story-time. 

 

Julia 
Donaldson 

Shiny foil highlights on the cover makes this a special gift for toddlers. A fabulous, rollicking rhyme, in the 
style of the famous Alfred Noyes poem, 'The Highwayman', from the UK's number one picture book 
author and illustrator. Perfect read-aloud rhyming text and stunning pictures on every page with lots of 
details to spot. Adventure, friendship and learning to be kind are at the heart of this story. 

 

Michelle 
Robinson 
and Tom 
Knight 

A laugh-out-loud picture book from master storyteller, Michelle Robinson, and illustrator extraordinaire, 
Tom Knight. Finally she FLOPS and FLINGS herself down on the floor. "I give up!" Ice Cream hollers, "I 
can't take it anymore! "Life inside the ice cream van is full of excitement - the ice creams and lollies can't 
wait to be picked! But - oh no! - no-one wants a plain ice cream, and that's exactly what our friend Ice 
Cream is. As she sees friend after friend being picked instead of her...Ice Cream has a MELTDOWN! Will 
Ice Cream be stuck in the freezer forever, or is her happy ending just around the corner...? 

 

Ben 
Clanton 

The perfect first book for young 5 year-old, 6 year-old and 7 year old readers looking for funny, high 
interest books that are an accessible read, where they'll discover the joys of friendship, working together 
and the power of imagination. Featuring three short stories and a super fun ocean fact page - and joke 
page too! Narwhal is a happy-go-lucky narwhal. Jelly is a no-nonsense jellyfish. The two might not have a 
lot in common, but they do they love waffles, parties and adventures. Join Narwhal and Jelly as they 
discover the whole wide ocean together. 
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Nicola 
Davies 
 
Poetry 

Poetry meets science and art in this beautiful picture book anthology of sea-themed poems. Each double 
page spread explores a different aspect of the sea, from pebbles and sandcastles to whales and puffins to 
lighthouses and sailors. Each new aspect is drawn out in beautifully poetic language that makes the 
reader reflect with awe at the natural and man-made wonders of the sea, the pleasure it provides and the 
unanswered questions it holds. 

 

Joseph 
Coelho 
 
Poetry 

A new compendium of happy poems to read out loud, from award-winning author Joseph Coelho. 

 

Michael 
Rosen 
 
Poetry 

When I was a boy, I had a favourite treat. It was when my mum made . . . CHOCOLATE CAKE! Ohhh! I 
LOVED chocolate cake. Fantastically funny and full of silly noises, this is Michael Rosen's love letter to 
every child's favourite treat, chocolate cake. Brought to life as a picture book for the first time with brilliant 
and characterful illustrations by Kevin Waldron. 

 

Dr Dominic 
Walliman 
 
Non-Fiction 

Take a dive through the different layers of the ocean to the deepest trenches below with our favourite 
feline scientist, Professer Astro Cat. Each double-page spread offers a highly visual array of facts themed 
around a different stage of the sea voyage. 
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Carly Anne 
York 
 
Non-Fiction 

Set over a 24-hour period, meet fighting stallions, cute foals, and nosy donkeys in this kids’ non-fiction 
book about the coolest wild horses in the world. Race across prairies to follow the lives of horses and 
ponies as they whinny, neigh, and play their way through their day.  

 

Kate 
Pankhurst 
 
 
Non-Fiction 

From bestselling author and illustrator Kate Pankhurst, descendent of suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst, 
comes another 'smart, informative, inclusive and accessible' book about trail-blazing women. Discover the 
untold stories of women who have helped protect our natural world, all the way through history.  Bursting 
full of colourful illustrations and fascinating facts, Fantastically Great Women Who Saved the Planet is an 
inspiring introduction to just a few of the incredible women who show that all actions, big and small, can 
be powerful in the fight against climate breakdown. 
 

 

Tom Lehrer 
 
Non-Fiction 

This book celebrates ‘That’s Mathematics’, another of Tom’s songs, which was handed over for public use 
in 2020. Author Chris Smith cleverly uses the songs to introduce mathematical puzzles and activities. The 
song is printed in full on the first page (with a QR code which gives even more content to use!) and then 
each double-page spread is inspired by a line from the song. 

 

Claire 
Saxby 
 
Non-Fiction 

In the final freeze of an Antarctic winter, green tails wave across a star-full sky, as if to farewell endless 
nights. If this world looks empty, look closer ... Penguins trek across the ice to their winter homes. As the 
temperature warms, birds fly above on their long migrations. And with the advent of summer, beneath an 
iceberg, the sea is teeming with life. Ocean, sky, snow and ice - minute greens and giant blues - dance a 
delicate dance in this evocative portrayal of the life cycle of an iceberg. 


