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Title Author Description 

 

Steven 
Butler 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Welcome to The Nothing to See Here Hotel! A hotel for magical creatures, where weird is normal for 
Frankie Banister and his parents who run the hotel. When a goblin messenger arrives at The Nothing to 
See Here Hotel, announcing the imminent arrival of the goblin prince Grogbah, Frankie and his family 
rush into action to get ready for their important guest. But it soon becomes obvious that the Banister 
family are going to have their work cut out with the demanding prince and his never-ending entourage, 
especially when it turns out the rude little prince is hiding a secret... The first book in a fabulously funny 
series by bestselling author Steven Butler, with a host of whacky characters brought to life with 
illustration from the wonderful Steven Lenton! 

 

Philip 
Reeve 
 
Chapter 
Book 

If you are looking for something to read that is fast-paced and humorous, this laugh-out-loud adventure 
story is the one for you! This is the whacky tale of cabin boy Shen and his friend Sika, who together with 
a motley crew of pugs enter an exciting race through vast and varied Arctic landscapes. This exciting and 
amusing tale is a great story to read aloud. 

 

Philippa 
Gregory 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Princess Florizella may live in a classic fairy-tale world, but she’s no ordinary princess…This third volume 
in THE PRINCESS RULES series sees the feisty princess take her baby brother and best friend, 
Bennett, on another round of adventures together.Can they rescue their new-found friend the sea 
serpent from a travelling circus? And hold back the pirate, Five-fathom Freida. Or will Florizella’s worst 
fairygodmother prove that in a fairytale world, you really do have to be careful what you wish for? 

 

Pamela 
Butchard 
 
Chapter 
Book 

Hilarious, illustrated school-based antics where everything that happens leads to DRAMA and RUNNING 
AROUND and even some FAINTING! Izzy and her friends are on a school trip to a big lake. Gary Petrie 
is excited because the lodges where they're staying have ROBES AND SLIPPERS! The lake is dark and 
deep and a bit scary. But it's when they open their packed lunches that they know! There's a MONSTER 
in the lake and it's coming for their CRISPS! Laugh-out-loud fun from Blue Peter Award winners Pamela 
Butchart and Thomas Flintham. 
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Michael 
Morpurgo 

The Puffin Keeper is a beautiful story of friendship, love, family, hope and new beginnings, which pays 
homage to memories of family holidays to the Scilly Isles and is set alongside Benji Davies’ colour 
illustrations that evoke the untamed coastal setting, the character’s passion for painting and the value of 
passing time in bringing relationships to blossom through life’s differing seasons. The story was also a 
tribute to Puffin Books on their 80th birthday and is inspired by the founder of Puffin Books, Allen Page. 

 

Sophy Henn The fifth book in the SUPER (like, actually, with powers and stuff) new series for readers aged 7+ from 
the amazingly talented illustrator and author Sophy Henn! Brimming with Sophy's hilarious illustrations, 
this is the perfect read for fans of Dork Diaries, Tom Gates, Amelia Fang, Wimpy Kid and Dog 
Man.BEING A SUPERHERO IS THE BEST THING EVER, RIGHT? WRONG! Everyone’s favourite 9¾-
year-old reluctant superhero is back, and she’s facing her biggest challenge yet . . . EVERYONE (and 
EVERYTHING)! Will it all prove too much? Will Pizazz manage to keep using her powers for good? Or 
will this push her over the edge to . . . THE DARK SIDE? 

 

Andy 
Griffiths and 
Terry 
Denton 

The 13-Storey Treehouse is the first book in Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton's wacky treehouse 
adventures, where the laugh-out-loud story is told through a combination of text and fantastic cartoon-
style illustrations. Andy and Terry live in the WORLD'S BEST treehouse! It's got a giant catapult, a secret 
underground laboratory, a tank of man-eating sharks and a marshmallow machine that follows you 
around and shoots marshmallows into your mouth whenever you're hungry! Just watch out for the flying 
cats, or the mermaids, or the sea monsters pretending to be mermaids, or the giant mutant mermaid sea 
monster. Oh, and, whatever you do, don't get trapped in a burp-gas-filled bubble . . . 

 

Alastair 
Chisholm 

In the land of Draconis, there are no dragons. Once, there were. Once, humans and dragons were 
friends, and created the great city of Rivven together. But then came the Dragon Storm, and the dragons 
retreated from the world of humans. To the men and women of Draconis, they became legends and 
myth. Tomas has always been told that now, dragons are extinct, and so he can't believe it when a 
mysterious stranger invites him to join a secret society, the Dragonseer Guild - and tells him that not only 
do dragons still exist, but also that Tomas has a very special power... he can summon his very own 
dragon! But Tomas faces a difficult choice, and he and his dragon, Ironskin, must learn to trust each 
other - and together, they have to save their home from a deadly threat. 
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Ross 
Montgomery 

A thwarted thespian must use his talents to save his flock from a woolly situation in this hilarious gem 
from bestselling children’s author Ross Montgomery. William the lamb just can’t stand still. His feet are 
always tapping, ready to dance, and he loves nothing more than bursting into song. But his talents aren’t 
always appreciated at Sheep School. Cast out of the flock, he wanders miserably away only to witness 
the rest of the sheep being captured by the Big Bad Wolf. Can William find a way to put his artistic skills 
to use to save the day? 

 

Dav Pilkey 
 
Novel 

Howl with laughter with the FIRST book in the hilarious full-colour illustrated series, Dog Man, from the 
creator of Captain Underpants! George and Harold (the co-stars of the enormously popular Captain 
Underpants series) are in big trouble again! George and Harold have created a new breed of justice -- 
one that is part dog, part man, and ALL HERO! With the head of a dog and the body of a human, this 
heroic hound digs into deception, claws after crooks, rolls over robbers, and scampers after squirrels. 
Will he be able to resist the call of the wild to answer the call of duty? 

 

Thomas 
Flintham 
 
Novel 

‘Game On, Super Rabbit Boy’ is set in the game of Super Rabbit Boy Land, a platform game that is 
activated when the boy in the story presses start. For this book, Super Rabbit Boy has to save Singing 
Dog who has been captured by the game’s main enemy, King Viking. Once he starts the rescue, he is 
faced with the challenge of successfully completing six levels of increasing difficulty with only limited 
lives. As the game progresses, failure occurs and Super Rabbit Boy has to learn from his errors as he 
restarts a level. He has to remember what he has learned, apply his new knowledge, overcome his fears 
and go for the win. Not only must Super Rabbit Boy not give up, but nor should the boy who is playing 
the game – the theme of resilience and perseverance is very strong and would suit classroom 
conversations about not giving up. 
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Joe Todd 
Stanton 
 
Novel 

This highly appealing text is a hybrid between picture book and graphic novel. It follows the story of 
young Arthur, who embarks upon a quest to seek out the help of the Viking gods in relighting a fire before 
the villagers back home freeze to death. In return for their help, Thor sets his own quest for Arthur to 
complete. A highly engaging book that offers an introduction to Norse mythology. 

 

Mike 
Barfield and 
Jess 
Bradley 
 
Novel 

Readers will enjoy the variety of scientific information, which felt like a balanced view of different areas 
including science, technology, astrology and the history of space travel. This would be a great book for 
children who love a highly visual element to what they read. Readers could dip in and out of the various 
topics individually, or teachers could choose sections to share as a class when exploring related topics. 
When added to a classroom library, this series is sure to be in high demand during independent reading 
time.  

 

Joshua 
Seigal 
 
Poetry 

Joshua Seigal, winner of the 2020 Laugh Out Loud Book Awards, brings his raucous humour, creativity 
and wit to another brilliant collection of poems. Ideal for fans of Michael Rosen, this book will delight all 
young readers and fans of funny books. From hilarious to heartfelt poems - and everything in between - 
this collection offers something for everyone. Discover the eight steps for having a successful tantrum, 
and why you should NEVER attend a Teddy Bear's Picnic (you have been warned). Packed full of fun 
illustrations by Sarah Horne, and covering a range of imaginative topics, Yapping Away is the perfect 
follow-up to Joshua Seigal's prize-winning collection I Bet I Can Make You Laugh. Ideal for children as 
young as 3 to read with adults, or for children aged 5-7 to read by themselves. 
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Brian Moses 
 
Poetry 

This is a quirky, fun collection of poems from the brilliant Brian Moses. Covering topics as diverse as the 
eponymous komodo dragons to earwigs, vampires and librarians, there is a poem here to suit everyone. 
Some are crying out to be read aloud – such as Bang a Drum- while others, like The Moment, are worth 
reading quietly and savouring. Some will make you think (Custodian), and others will make you giggle 
(Labrador). Some rhyme, some don’t. My personal favourites have to be Lost in a Book and Librarians – 
celebrating the power of stories and the value of having someone to guide you through them. With a 
poem for every occasion, this book of poems is sure to be a hit in any classroom from Key Stage 1 
upwards, whether it is used for reading for pleasure or as a basis for writing poetry. 

 

Joseph 
Coelho 
 
Poetry 

From the fantastic duo behind Poems Aloud and Smile Out Loud comes another compendium of 25 
original confidence-building poems to read out loud which will show children that their voice has 
FANTASTIC power. From multi-award winning poet and Waterstones Children's Laureate Joseph Coelho 
comes 25 more brilliant, sparkling and truly original poems for children, specially written to help build 
confidence, develop speaking skills and help foster self-belief. The collection contains mantras to be true 
to yourself, to help you feel brave, project happiness, conjure a smile, make you laugh or cheer others 
up.  

 

Andy Seed 
and Nick 
East 
 
Non-Fiction 
 

A hilarious books of animal interviews with underwater creatures, from ocean giants like blue whales and 
orcas to deep-sea dwellers like anglerfish and conger eels. The interviewer quizzes his oceanic guests 
on life in the deep blue sea – from what they eat and how they swim, to dangers they face and where 
their names come from. True to style, Andy Seed packs a lot of humour into the interviews and the 
creatures’ personalities shine through hilariously. The Q&A format breaks the information into bite-size 
chunks, making it a brilliant choice of book for readers to dip into at their leisure and to find some 
interesting facts to take away each time they do. 
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Charlotte 
Guillian 
 
Non-Fiction 

A beautiful fold-out book that showcases the wonders of the earth beneath our feet and one with real 
wow-factor. We recently used it to introduce Class 3’s ‘Under Our Feet’ topic and there were gasps from 
the children. Sublimely illustrated, its concertina-style pages fold out into a long cross-section of the 
Earth: in one side and out the other. It contains a wealth of information about geology and science, and 
opportunities for further questions from curious young minds. Just stunning. 

 

Lucy 
Letherland 
 
Non-Fiction 

The book is dedicated to exploring around the globe. It is split into a section for each continent and takes 
the reader on an expedition to see superb sights from around the globe – both natural and man-made – 
from elephants bathing in Chiang Mai, Carnival time in Brazil or canoe trips down the Zambezi River. 

Each double-page spread features a beautiful illustration of the featured adventure accompanied by a 
section of text explaining its significance and geography. The style of writing is engaging to children and 
addresses the reader directly. In addition to this, there are smaller chunks of text dotted around the 
illustration, each of which shares fascinating facts about the place and people associated with it. The 
language used is accessible but will also expand the children’s vocabulary. 

 

Dominic 
Walliman 
 
Non-Fiction 

Professor Astro Cat is much loved in schools for non-fiction guides relating to space, atoms, human 
bodies and deep-sea voyages. Frontiers of Space was first published in 2013 as the starting book in the 
series and is now back with a new edition featuring eight new spreads and updated details about how 
rockets work, recent missions to Mars, space junk, black holes, and many more new insights into the 
ever-developing science of space and the outer reaches of the universe. There's something new to learn 
about on every page. Fictional guide Professor Astro Cat walks his readers through some of the key 
questions that children might have about the universe, and many more that they've probably never even 
thought about before. Where does our sun go at night? What are stars made of? If the Earth was a 
cherry tomato, what size would the other planets be (hint: Mars would be a pea and Jupiter a 
watermelon).  

 

DK A vibrant encyclopedia that combines facts and figures with the inspiring stories of sporting legends and 
icons. This exciting book for children is packed with fun facts about a range of popular sports such as 
football, karate, badminton, and skiing, as well as ones you might never have heard of like biathlon or 
cheese rolling. Whether you're a fan of team sports, winter sports, water sports, extreme sports, and 
even board games such as chess and go, this reference book has it all! 


