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Title Author Description 

 

Helen 
Cooper 
 
Picture 
Book 

Cat, Duck and Squirrel are friends who live in an old white cabin, making pumpkin soup together every 
day. One day, the strength of their relationship is put to the test when duck decides to switch roles and 
what follows is a compassionate adventure about friendship and belonging. We adore the warm, 
vibrant colours of the illustrations, the rich language and captivating storytelling in this autumn-time 
classic. 

 

Benji 
Davies 
 
Picture 
Book 

Meet Tad. She's the smallest tadpole in a big pond, and lives there with all her tad brothers and tad 
sisters. Although something else lives there too... BIG BLUB! And when everyone else starts to 
disappear, Tad starts to wonder if Big Blub will get her too...Or is everyone else going somewhere 
else; somewhere better? And if so, will Tad ever get there too? A big story about a tiny tadpole - about 
growing up, branching out, and taking a leap into life. 

 

Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Picture 
Book 

'Madam Dragon ran a school, many moons ago. She taught young dragons all the things that dragons 
need to know. Zog, the biggest dragon, was the keenest one by far. He tried his hardest every day to 
win a golden star.' Zog is the keenest dragon in school. He's also the most accident-prone, flying into 
trees and even setting his own wing on fire. Luckily, a mysterious little girl always comes by and 
patches up his bumps and bruises. But will she be able to help him with his toughest test: capturing a 
princess? Shiny foil highlights on the cover makes this a special gift for toddlers. A magical picture 
book about dragons, knights and princesses from the UK's number one picture book author and 
illustrator. Perfect read-aloud rhyming text and stunning pictures on every page with lots of details to 
spot. The perfect story for children starting school with bravery, kindness, friendship and perseverance 
at the heart. 

 

Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Picture 
Book 

An inspirational story of a boy who loved the stars so much, he decided to catch one of his very own. 
The beautifully illustrated, original debut picture book from shining talent Oliver Jeffers. There once 
was a boy who loved stars so much that he wished he had one of his very own. Every night he 
watched the stars in the sky from his bedroom window and dreamed of how he could be their friend 
and how they could play hide-and-go-seek together. So, one day, he decided to set about catching a 
star of his very own 
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Emily 
Coxhead 
 
Picture 
Book 

Get ready for an epic journey of friendship and discovery from the bestselling author of The Girl and 
the Dinosaur. There’s a shape up in the hills, where a giants said to sleep, beneath a grassy blanket, 
on a bed of moss and peat . . .Then, one day, the sleeping giant wakes – and a small boy called Tom 
is plunged into an unforgettable adventure. Along the way, he'll discover what it means to be a true 
friend – and that even an ordinary boy can have the heart of a giant. With a beautiful rhyming text by 
bestselling Hollie Hughes, author of The Girl and the Dinosaur, and gorgeous illustrations from debut 
talent Anna Wilson, this beautiful book is an unmissable treat! 

 

Arree 
Chung 
 
Picture 
Book 

The Blues, Reds and Yellows lived in harmony. Reds were the loudest, Yellows the brightest and 
Blues were the coolest. However, when one of the colours proclaims they are the best, discord breaks 
out and eventually the colours decide to live in different parts of the city. Then one day a Yellow 
befriends a Blue and they become inseparable, discovering a world of different possibilities and 
colours. From the brilliantly talented Arree Chung comes a sweet tale of difference and acceptance. 
Mixed is a charming and timely story with characterful illustrations and humour. 

 

Michelle 
Robinson 
 
Picture 
Book 

Ten fat sausages sizzling in the pan... decide to escape, if they can! Come on a great escape through 
the kitchen as we follow each sausage that decides to make a run for it. Will they succeed or will the 
cat, blender, plug hole or fan prove their downfall? Michelle Robinson's no-holds-barred humour is 
perfectly matched by Tor Freeman's mad-cap artwork. Hilarious and merciless, this tale will have you 
hooting out loud. 

 

Jeanne 
Willis 
 
Picture 
Book 

Sing along to the tune of Old Macdonald had a Farm, and learn to put down your phone in this 
hilarious cautionary tale for a new generation of phone-users. Old Macdonald loves his phone: it helps 
him organise his farm. But when the animals each get one of their own, they are soon on their phones 
all day - "Here a tweet, there a chat, WhatsApping the farm cat" - and before they know it, no work is 
getting done! What can Old Macdonald do? From the award-winning partnership of Jeanne Willis and 
Tony Ross, the fourth in the series of picture books exploring online issues. 
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Matt 
Goodfellow 
 
Poetry 

"Caterpillar caterpillar caterpillar cake - it's the only thing that my mum can make!" Would you like to 
eat a caterpillar cake? Join a rocket race into space? See crazy crocodiles at the zany zoo or play with 
a furry, purry cat? Wherever these 16 fun-filled poems lead you, they will brighten your day. Splashing 
at the seaside, story-time at school, playing in the bath or riding home on Daddy's shoulders - this 
brilliant, read-aloud collection for young children has lots to join in with and lots to explore in the 
brightly coloured illustrations. 

 

Caryl Hart 
 
Poetry 

WHOOOOSH! We’re off on an exciting adventure in our hot-air balloon to say hello to all the different 
kinds of weather that make up our world. Join in with the rhymes and get ready to meet everything 
from whooshing wind to bright rainbows and shimmering sunshine. Little ones will be swept away on 
an unforgettable journey in this striking, action-packed picture book. This bold, bright follow-up to the 
acclaimed picture books Meet the Planets and Meet the Oceans is packed with gorgeous illustrations 
of everything from rainy rainforests to snowy mountains and stormy seas. Combining STEM learning 
with a rhyming twist, it's perfect for all little meteorologists! 

 

Sally 
Symes and 
Stephanie 
Drimmer 
and Kate 
Slater 
 
Non-Fiction 

The definitive and stunningly illustrated question and answer book from Britannica, with answers to 
more than 100 questions that kids really want to know. Why do elephants have trunks? Why are 
clouds different shapes? Why does popcorn pop? Why does my tummy rumble? Why do we flush the 
toilet? This magnificent book features chapters on Bugs, Pets, Wild Animals, the Body, Food, 
Machines and Space and also includes some of the mysteries which experts are still trying to solve! By 
encouraging children to question how the world works, Britannica First Big Book of Why supports 
STEAM learning and nurtures enquiring minds. With stunning photography and gorgeous original 
illustrations by Kate Slater, this is the ultimate gift for kids who need to know WHY. 

 

Jane 
Wilshire 
 
Non-Fiction 

In this eye-catching book, readers can explore the hidden inner workings of machines and inventions, 
from mundane objects such as toasters and bicycles to cutting edge technologies such as pill-sized 
medical robots and super-fast maglev trains. Readers use the see-through magic lens to reveal how 
things work and the elements hidden within machines - everything from wires and pipes to the 
magnetic and gravitational forces machines rely on to function. Accompanying text explains how these 
machines function, how they affect our daily lives, and the physical and chemical phenomena that 
enable them to work. 
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Hannah 
Alice 
 
Non-Fiction 

The Body Book aims to help children aged 4-7 to explore some of the incredible things that our bodies 
do. This is an engaging non-fiction board book containing see-through acetate pages, allowing an x-
ray peek into the human anatomy. Each page covers a different function of the human body, from 
breathing air and pumping blood to moving around and – yes – making waste. With labelled acetate 
diagrams of the muscular, skeletal, respiratory, circulatory, digestive, excretory and nervous systems, 
this is a superb first look at human anatomy for young children. 

 

William 
Bee 
 
Non-Fiction 

Vroom Vroom! Peep Peep! We have blast off! William Bee is back with this bumper book of all his 
favourite vehicles! Find out all about the weird and wonderful world of trucks, trains, and tractors, as 
well as aeroplanes, submarines, rockets and more! It features William's turbo-powered high speed 
truck, his fire truck, his super collection of tractors - from extra-wide to super-small - and his 
locomotives, as well as his rocket in which he travels to the moon, his super speedy speedboat (which 
gets stolen by his dog!). Join William, his dog and his gang of unruly traffic cones on a grand tour of 
the world of transport. And can you spot the toy rabbit hidden on every double page spread? This 
hardback anthology of three books is the perfect gift for the little transport enthusiast in your life. 

 

Maria 
Isabel 
Sanchez 
 
Non-Fiction 

In this book from the critically acclaimed, multimillion-copy bestselling Little People, BIG DREAMS 
series, discover the life of Ernest Shackleton, the fearless Antarctic adventurer. When Ernest 
Shackleton was young, he longed for a life of adventure. After a career in the Merchant Navy, he 
joined a landmark expedition to try to reach the South Pole for the first time in history. Although he had 
to go home early, he never gave up. His own expeditions set new records for the closest anyone had 
ever been to the South Pole, and he is remembered now as a courageous and inspirational leader. 
This exciting book features stylish and quirky illustrations and extra facts at the back , including a 
biographical timeline with historical photos and a detailed profile of the intrepid explorer's life. 

 

Julia 
Donaldson 
and Sharon 
King-Chai 
 
Non-Fiction 

A stunning counting book full gorgeous baby animals, with amazing flaps to lift and holes to peep 
through. From Julia Donaldson, bestselling author of The Gruffalo , and Sharon King-Chai, who 
together created the award-winning Animalphabet. From a leopard with her cubs, to a frog and its 
tadpoles, young readers will delight in counting each creature's babies and seeing where they live. 
With rhyming text and a surprise search-and-find game, this is a read-aloud delight and an absolute 
must for the family bookshelf. A truly beautiful gift. 


